MICHAEL A. GERBER 
INTERIM DEAN AND PROFESSOR OF LAW 


June 2012 


Dear Members of the Class of 2012: 


On behalf of the faculty, administration, and staff, I want to congratulate you on 
your graduation from Brooklyn Law School. We know that the demands of law school 
have been immense, but that is precisely why you can take such pride in your 
achievement. 


You are about to discover first-hand that, because you are a lawyer, you have 
enormous power to influence the course of private lives and public affairs. I am certain 
that you will excrcise your influence with strength and grace, and with care and 
responsibility, because of who you are, and because of the training that began here at 


Brooklyn Law School. 


Although you are graduating, you will continue to be members of the Brooklyn 
Law School family—a family spanning many generations—whose members can be 
found in law firms, government agencies, public interest law offices, and management 
Suites across the country and around the world. There will be many “family gatherings” 
in the years to come, including class reunions, symposia, and social events. We look 
forward to seeing you at as many of them that your busy schedule will permit you to 
attend. 


We wish you all the best, 
Sincerely, 


Michael A. Gerber 


250 JORALEMON STREET * BROOKLYN. NEW YORK 11201 + 718-780-7923 » FAX: 718-780-0393 
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To the Graduating Class of 2012: 


Congratulations! I am honored to join you in celebrating what we've each worked 
so hard for. This moment deserves recognition: we have distinguished ourselves 
intellectually, academically, and professionally. But let’s not rest on our laurels, yet. 


Law school has by no means been easy, but it was made easier as we got to know 
one another and were able to study, stress, relax, laugh, and unwind together. We 
were all first informally introduced with the laundry-list of our far-flung 
backgrounds read aloud at convocation. Now, we commence knowing the most 
recent item on everyone’s CV: Brooklyn Law School Juris Doctor. But for those who 
spent hour after hour in 250 Joralemon Street, there’s more to it than just a degree: 
during our time together we saw the finishing touches put on the magnificent Cohen 
lobby and student lounge, and who could forget the overhaul of the of the now 
granite-topped plaza? Scandal struck when Diesel’s models pranced their way from 
our library stacks to the pages of the New York Post. We gained a much classier 
media outlet of our own with the launch of the independent student news site, The 
BLS Advocate. Bookstore vendors came and went, as if an update to BLSConnect. 
Dean Wexler was promoted to President, an event unprecedented in Brooklyn Law 
School history and, of course we met and assessed candidates in subsequent dean 
searches while Interim Dean Gerber manned the helm. We welcomed distinguished 
visitors such as Attorney General of the United States Eric Holder and legendary 
musician George Clinton marked the loss of a former dean, Judge David Trager. And 
in between there were countless lectures, bar nights, student org events, interviews, 
internships, and fundraisers. 


These events are behind us. We took them all in stride, and can hopefully say we 
made the most of our circumstances during the course of our time here. We emerge 
with fond memories and the personal and professional relationships we have 
forged. We enter the job market with an education that will serve as the foundation 
on which we will build our careers-- and while the economy remains uncertain, | 
feel assured from my encounters with the many passionate and dedicated members 
of this class that no amount of uncertainly will keep us from achieving our dreams 
and finding success. Whether your life’s work is as a lawyer, judge, policy advocate, 
politician, or something altogether removed from the practice of law, | wish each of 
you the very best. Please, keep in touch. 


Yours truly, 


Elliott Siebers 
Student Bar Association President 
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In Memory of Professor Estella Schoen 


Professor Estella Jane Schoen passed away on November 20, 2011 after a 
courageous battle against cancer. She was a beloved member of the Brooklyn 
Law School community, where she taught in the legal writing program from 
2007 until 2010. I will remember her as a truly passionate teacher, with a 
no-nonsense style and sharp intellect, who cared deeply for the welfare of her 
students. Estella took great pride in giving every student her best, and 
expected no less from each of them. 


Estella’s career before teaching showcased her astute legal judgment and desire 
to protect the rights of women, children and the disadvantaged. After clerking 
for the Honorable Harold Baer, Jr. of the Southern District of New York, she 
became an Associate at Patterson, Belknap, Webb and Tyler, where she 
successfully litigated a class action lawsuit against the MTA to allow thousands 
of disabled New Yorkers to access the subway system. After she left the firm, 
she became an advocate for children’s rights, a passion she carried with her to 
the law school. 


I was honored to get to know Estella’s husband, Steve Sallett, and two 
daughters, Amelia, born in 2005, and Jessie, born in 2007, who were the 
center of her life. Although she loved teaching, she chose to leave her legal 
writing position in 2010 to spend more time with her daughters. I know how 
much that time meant to all of them. She was a dear friend and I will miss her 


deeply. 
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Happy retirement, Professor 
Richard Allan. Thank you 
for everything you have 
done for the Brooklyn Law 

School Community. 
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(E-board Members) Elliott Siebers, Prachi Ajmera, Erika Lorshbough, Colin Hedrick, Sean Hymowitz , Danielle 
Coleman; (Upper Class Delegates) Veronica Kapka, Stacey Tyler, Andrea Viafara, Liat Zudkewick, Corey 
Briskin, Andrew Buder, Dong-Joo Lee, Andre Major, Matthew Finkel, Nicole Fitzpatrick, Priyanka Shivakumar, 
Stuart Linder; (1L Delegates) Danielle DeBold, Meagan Lewis, Eli Weil, Asher Grossman, James Bolognese, 
Katelyn Ciolino, Benjamin Lee, Michael Ward, Eleanor Berg, Kathryn Palillo, Perry Lasicka 
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(BESLS E-board Members) Everett Hendler, Mary Willis White, Samantha Glazer, Jennifer 
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Christian Legal Society 


(CLS E-board Members) Eric Ma, Isaac Gilwit, Danielle Evans, Dong-Joo Lee, William Akina 
(CLARO/SAG E-board Members) Stephen Popernik, Jacob Englander, Kelly Lee, Christopher 
Dey, Douglas Buckley 
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(EELSA E-board Members) Ratko Caricic, Mikhail Lezhnev, Svetlana Turova, Michael 
Fridland, Alexandra Baych, Veronica Kapka, Diana Blaszkiewicz 
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Education Law and Policy Society 


Vi 
(Education Law and Policy Society E-board Member) Catherine Frizell 


(FHRAP E-board Members) Erika Lorshbough, Julia Howard, Yekaterina Blinova, Jun, 
Cathleen Hung 
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Federalist Society 


(Federalist Society Members) Sarah DeStefano, Lindsey Zahn, Sean Hymowitz, Michael Peters 
(Film Society E-board Members) Allana Golovko-Rosen, James Gallagher, Thomas Fuell, Kyle 


Antonelli 


(HPLA E-board Members) Alison Holstein, Matthew Finkel, Nicole Fitzpatrick, Jack Knorps 


(Immigration Court Observation Project E-board Members) Dorothy DiPascali, Liat 
Zudkewich, Rebecca McBride, Erin Covert 
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(IPLA E-board Members) Elizabeth McKenzie, David Gerard, Matthew Krejcarek, Vanessa 
Yu, Jennifer Johnson, Anand Patel, Janna Miksis 


(IRLSA E-board Members) Ryan Merola, Alexandra (“Sasha”) Baych 


Irish Law Students Association  ,; E 


Italian American Law Students Association 


(IALSA E-board Members) Krystina Maola, Sarah DeStefano, Diana Mahoney, Marianne 
Stracquadanio 
(JLSA E-board Members) Amanda Strauss, Allison Gilbert, Amy Johnson, Noam Weiss, 
Rachel Tischler, Sarah Udashkin 
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Latin American Law Students Association 


(LALSA E-board Members) Dalila Castillo, Rosa Cohen, Tessa Romano, Christine 
Hernandez, Mark Falcon 

(Law Students for Reproductive Justice E-board Members) Julienne Verdi, Vernika Ross, 
Amy Millican, Martha de Jesus, Emily Hendel, Yekaterina Blinova 
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(Law Students for Veterans’ Rights E-board Members) Daniel Floros, Patrick Mulqueen, 


Christopher Dey, Stephen Popernik 
(LAW E-board Members) Megan Dubatowka, Christine Khaikin, Diana Zeiger, Aneesha 
Deshpande, Elizabeth Oren, Elizabeth Kowell, Jaime Perrone, C hristina Jenkins, Rachel Furman 
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Motivating Youth Through Legal Education 


(MYLE E-board Members) Laura Richenderfer, Kendall Sale, Molly McGrath, Roman 
Zelichenko, Robert Fantone, Andre Major, And Leon Calleja 

(NLG E-board Members) Chloe Liederman, Cristina Lee, James Carlson, Jane Li, Kathleen 
Garvey, Kevin Burke, Sarah Udashkin, Shannon Karam 
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(Softball Organization E-board Members) Michael Fabiani, Todd Henderson 


Softball Organization 


(SALDF E-board Members) James Carlson, Benjamin Kaser, Julie Adler, Hannah Roth 
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(SRP E-board Members) David Shapiro, Alison Holstein 


(UAC E-board Members) Noor Alam 


if us Unemployment Action Center 


nternational Law Society 


h 


(ILS E-Board Members) Alexander Raileanu, Nandini Sur, Maryam Seghrouchni, Todd Miller, 


Jon Byer 
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Alternative Dispute Resolution Society Homeless Appellant Rights Project 
American Constitution Society Muslim Law Student Association 
Basketball Association OutLaws 
Brooklyn Chess Society Parents Association | 
Brooklyn Law School Democrats Phi Delta Phi | 
Brooklyn Law School Food and Wine Club Philosophy & Linguistics Society 
Brooklyn Law School Secular Legal Society South Asian Law Students Association 
Brooklyn Law Students for the Public Interest Student Service Trip Association 
Brooklyn Real Estate Society Tax Law Association 
Business Law Association Thrift Club 4 
Environmental Law Society Yoga Club | 
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Admissions Office 
Clinic Office 
Culinart 
Registrar 
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Student Affairs 


Feil Hall 
Security 


Yearbook Committee 
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(Yearbook Committee) Dong-Joo Lee, Joyce Lo, Sijia (Jessica) Jiang, Allana Rosen, Veronica 
Kapka, Ferris Kim, Erik Vaklinov, Julia Howard-Gibbon, Edward Kang, Cindy Young, Yonit 
Rosengarten, Shaina Rubin, Cheryl Wang 
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In Memory of Professor Michael Madow 


"Michael Madow, who began teaching at Brooklyn Law School in 1987, inspired a generation of 
students in Media Law, First Amendment, and Criminal Law courses and in numerous 
thought-provoking seminars. Students flocked to his classes and were professionally and personally 

‘dazzled by his extraordinary teaching skills, his concern for his students, his brilliance, his wit, and his 
charm. The opportunity to have dinner with Professor Madow always engendered lively bidding at the 
BLSPI auction. Law school legend has it that one year, students bid up to $800 for the pleasure of his 
company. Prof. Madow’s unwavering generosity toward all of his students was especially appreciated in 
the BLSPI and Edward V. Sparer Public Interest Fellowship community. 


A true cinephile, Prof. Madow always was ready to watch a good film, the more obscure the better. And 
when he wasn't teaching or reading books -- often in the middle of three or more at a time -- he was 


enjoying family vacations in Italy, France, or Martha 's Vineyard. 


He will be deeply missed by his devoted family, his numerous friends, his students, and his colleagues." 


"Professor Madow's dedication to his students was obvious from the first day of every class he taught. 
It was not about teaching for him, but about making his students learn. He had an intense generosity 
about him, a quality that was evident every time he walked a confused student through a difficult 
concept. His mind was not his to keep, but was there for his students to use to become better thinkers. 


As his health declined, his dazzling lessons and obvious dedication to us masked his hardship. His 
love for teaching prevented him from giving in to his illness until the very last, and we all reaped the 
reward. Professor Madow was responsible for the creation of thousands of legal minds, and his 
memory will live on in us forever." 


